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1 had the privilege of getting to know
Dr Selikoff personally and was able to
proudly call him my friend. I spent
many hours with Dr. Selikoff at his
home and at his office discussing the
need to educate and protect workers
and the public from the ravages of
asbestos exposure, The last project we
worked on together was to obtain fund-
ing for molecular biological research
on the cause of environmentally
induced cancer.
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Twitter’s Global Reach May Foster a
Revolution

By Fernando M. Pinguelo and

Frank Gonnello Jr.

By now, youre probably familiar
with the post-election chaos taking
place in Iran.

What you may not know is that Twit-
ter, a free social networking and micro-
blogging service that enables its users
to send and read each others’
updates, is being used in a revolution-
ary new way (pun intended).
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Welcome to e-Lessons Learned

e-Lessons Learﬂeé{, an educational blog about édiscovery, technology, and human: error,
features insightful -content suthored primarily by law students from across the country.
a-1,035008 Learned designs s posts to appeal to a broad spackrum of reatiers.

Each blog post; (a) identifies cases that address technology mishaps {ithier- through
negligence, ethicat fapses fn Judgment, too mtch reliance on outside cotinsel and vendors,
oF fraud); {b) exposes tha spadific condict that caused a problem; (c) explains how and
why the conduct was improper; and {d) offers.suggestions oo how to fearn from these

Ara you new to the e-discovery world? Visit our signature feature, e-Discovery Origins:
Zubiake; designed.to give readers 3 primer on the e-discovery movement through tlog
Bosts about the. Zobtlake series of court dpinions which héiped forns the foundation for
e-discovery. As one leading e-discovery guru put it, “if you are a riovice to e-discovery

y? Visit our p blog,
eWhiteHouse Watch where we monitor the. Office of the: President for all things technology
and trdtk the pragress (or deviation) of the President’s Technology Plan.

Interested students may apply for the opporfunity to write for é-Lessons. Lesrned by

Since the controversial election, the
Iranian government has suppressed
foreign journalism and mass-media
outlets from covering the protests and
other events related to the election
backlash. The people of Iran, and pri-
marily the supporters of Hossein Mous-
savi, would not be silenced, and have
been persistent in alerting the world of
the events that are unfolding. That’s
where Twitter comes into play.

Iranians have found ways to access
the popular social site through proxies
and other network loopholes, enabling
them to keep friends, families and the
rest of the globe in-the-know when tra-

ditional media was stymied. Using their

cell phones, Iranians are able to ‘tweet
the deets’ in real-time, live from
protests and other noteworthy events.

The amount of information being
transmitted via “Tweet” even prompted
State Department Official Jared Cohen
to pen Twitter co-founder Jack Dorsey
a request to-move the site’s scheduled
maintenance down-time to a later date
in order to facilitate communication in
Iran.

The United States is careful not to
let this request appear to be meddling
in Iranian affairs. “Information should
be used as a way to promote freedom
of expression,” said PJ. Crowley, the
assistant secretary of state for public
affairs. “This is completely consistent
with our national policy.” . .
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Property Owner Wins Opportunity to
Present Appeal Based Upon
Highlands Act Exemption Claim
By Anthony Delle Pelle

In this recent opinion from the New
Jersey Tax Court, the taxpayer, Prince-
ton Alliance Church (PAC), survived a
motion to dismiss its property tax
appeal after Tax Court Judge Vito Bian-
co found that the Morris County Tax
Board improperly dismissed its appeal
for failing to present a witness at the
county tax board hearing. The undis-
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Governor Corzine Signs Bill Limiting
Tax Court Filings and Reducing

Notice Requirements

On Janumxs, aoxé, Governor Corzine signed tax appest legislation adapted by
the Legisliture o law i L 2009, ¢. 251, which aniended N.JSA. 5418-21 and
B4y effective immediately. Thenew law, discused last mwonth in the New
Jevsey Propevty Tax Law Blog hire, would rodifies the powers granted to fax
assesgors, while alsd raising the jurisdictional Bt o $1,600,000 for fling &
divect appeal to the Tax Court.
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case could present taxpayers with
relief in the future in avoiding- dis-
missals with prejudice by county tax
boards.

The VSH Realty case, which was
relied upon by the tax court in the PAC
matter, was argued before the tax board
and tax court by McKirdy & Riskin’s
Anthony Della Pelle. The author wishes
to acknowledge the assistance of Cory
Kestner of McKirdy & Riskin in the
preparation of this article. B

Church v. Mount Olive Township
showed that PAC filed a brief with its
appeal alleging that a portion of its
property should be exempt as “taken
by the State for conservation purposes”
because it was located within the High-
lands Preservation Area. The Morris
County Tax Board dismissed the mat-
ter for lack of prosecution after PAC’s
attorney advised that he was not pre-
senting witnesses, and would instead
address only legal arguments raised in
its appeal.

Judge Bianco denied Mount Olive’s
motion to dismiss as being contrary to
statutory and case law. As was recog-
nized in VSH Realty, Inc. v. Harding
Twp., 291 N.J. Super. 295 (App. Div.
1996), dismissal for lack of prosecution
is only appropriate where the taxpayer
fails to appear. The VSH Realty case
does not impose a requirement on tax-
payers to present witnesses at the
county tax board hearings, although
the taxpayer does bear the burden of
proof to show it complies with the
statutory requirements establishing an
exemption. However, the tax boards
and parties may instead rely on “com-
petent documentary evidence” to
establish whether a taxpayer has sub-
mitted sufficient proofs to qualify for
the requested exemption. See Ganifas
Trust v. City of Wildwood, 15 N.J. Tax
722, 726 (App. Div. 1996).

Judge Bianco also noted that a tax
board has the authority to determine
legal questions raised in exemption
cases. He highlighted that this power
protects property owners like PAC who
would not qualify for a direct appeal to
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the tax court because it does not meet
the jurisdictional dollar limit. More-
over, because the Tax Board must
determine the appropriate level of tax-
ation to determine if PAC’s property is
exempt, the Tax Board here has the
authority to determine the legal issues

raised by PAC.

The full text of the Appellate Divi-
sion’s opinion can be found here. This
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